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Foreword
 

“Willst du dich am Ganzen erquicken, 
So mußt du das Ganze im Kleinsten erblicken” 

(Goethe)

The immediate perception of a large, research-oriented library can be a daunt-
ing experience even for a postgraduate student with some three or four years’ 
undergraduate experience of an academic library behind him or her. In such 
a circumstance the help of a member of staff can be vital, if the visitor is to 
obtain the fullest use of the library’s resources. Without wishing to diminish in 
any way the help given by other members of the Herzog August Bibliothek’s 
staff this was very often provided from the 1970s onwards by Ulrich Kopp, 
who began to build up an ever increasing circle of scholar-friends as impressed 
by his bibliographical expertise, which he was ever ready to share with others, 
as they were enchanted by his easy-going charm. Indeed the Kaffeerunde, over 
which Ulrich and his wife and colleague, Birgitt, have presided for so long, has 
become something of a legend in that institution, resembling a modern  literary 
salon, during which newly arrived visitors are introduced to others already 
ensconced there and given the opportunity to discuss the subject of their 
research. As one of those whose first visit to Wolfenbüttel benefited from 
this state of affairs, I can speak from a warm personal memory of a friendli-
ness which I had never encountered previously in a research library. It speaks 
 volumes of the success of Prof. Paul Raabe’s determination to open up the 
Herzog August Bibliothek’s considerable resources that talented staff such as 
Ulrich and others have been encouraged to develop particular research interests.

It came as no surprise over the years since that fi rst of several visits for 
me to make the acquaintance of numerous others who have always spoken of 
Ulrich in glowing appreciation. It has been a particular pleasure to me to see the 
keenness with which established scholars over a wide geographical area have 
responded to my invitation to contribute a piece to this festschrift or to have 
their name included in the Tabula gratulatoria. One hopes that Ulrich derives 
as much satisfaction from the following pages as the contributors have had in 
putting their texts together.
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As some authors with their various backgrounds held strong views on which 
spelling to prefer (old or new in German, British or American in English), the 
choice was left to them. Readers of this book, after all, will be used to very lib-
eral spelling rules in early modern sources.

I am particularly grateful for the assistance of Dr. Jürgen Beyer of the Uni-
versity of Tartu, whose IT skills greatly exceed mine.
 

William A. Kelly
Scottish Centre for the Book
Edinburgh Napier University



Ulrich Kopp: curriculum vitae
 

10 March 1948 – born in Verden an der Aller.

Education for “Diplom-Bibliothekar” at the Regional Library of Lower Saxony, 
Hanover [now the Gottfried Wilhelm Leibniz Library].

1 April 1974 – Entry into the service of the Herzog August Bibliothek in Wol-
fenbüttel, where he joined the group working on the Verzeichnis der im deut-
schen Sprachbereich erschienenen Drucke des XVI. Jahrhunderts (VD16). 
There he began to catalogue the old imprints in the Library.

22 April 1987 – marriage to his colleague, Birgitt Magerkort. Their daughters 
were born respectively in 1988 and 1992.

31 May 2013 – entry into retirement.
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